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The Drug Menace and What It Means to New

Astounding &s

to

By WALTER A.
daily. newspapers recently

'sought to Impress you
with statements to the effect

that there are 5,000,000 narcotio drug
.addicts in the United States; that there
are 200,000 oC these unfortunates in
Greater New York city.

Both these figures probably aro
.wrong, The more accurate thins to
say would be to admit that neither
our health administrators nor our
treat medical practitioners, nor for
'that matter any other person, has the
most remote idea how many dope
(lends America contains nor how many
are nursing their habit here in New
JTork.

No phase of human nature, no weak-
ness of the human mind or body, and
'no psychological or pathological phe-
nomenon has been quite so nearly
Impervious to physical research as the
drug' habit. The Anti-Saloo- n League
built its powerful lobby upon research
that wis quite simple. There were so
many distillorios, so many breweries,
(so. many saloons and other liquor man-

ufactories and dispensaries in the
country. Observation of these places
produced figures, and there you had
the .basis, for the res of the

Public gambling, while not so com-
pletely eradicated from our lives as
booze, was pretty well legislated out
.of existence and legislated out effec-
tively. The onco spirited white slave
traffic was completely ruined by the
Mann act, and you could go on and on
citing erstwhile thriving iniquitous in
dustries that becamo defunct through
legislation brought about by observa-
tion and research.

But the drunkard was there for all
the world to see. His ragged, under
nourished family proclaimed his weak-
ness. You saw positive, evidence in
flesh and blood of the desolation that
alcohol wrought. The white slave
traffic had its ruined girls and homos
to advertise Its lack of recommenda
Hons as an accepted part bf our every.
day; life. The opponents- at public
rambling called the. legislators' atten
tion to the bright young men who sped
from good jobs to prison via the race
track, the roulette wheel, dice and the
poker game, - -

Sons Startling; Figure
In brief and fine the opponents of

the less mysterious of our weaknesses
found their wofk more or less easy
because they Had a tangible, corporeal
Something to Jay hold upon. It

no vast genius to find the saloon
cor the poolroom nor the false em-
ployment agencies and gang ridden
danee halls and effectively close the
source of drunkenness, gambling and

Buthe JWtho?ia .have .found that
rU cannot wfeatyv ean'ree-,-

, Hilt bWors d8ng further in
sMlttMHt would be wsil to consider

Statistics Are
TheyFail Tell Whole
Storyipf the Most Baffling

and Dangerous Vice
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a few 'home and homely facts. Dr.
Royal II. Copeland, Health Commis-
sioner for tho City of New York,
caused a study of acknowledged drug
addicts to be mado and he compiled
therefrom certain vital statistics that
you must ponder before you can ap-
preciate fully the nauseous evil the
dope fiend represents.

Ills study took In a superficial ex
amination of 2,723 users of cocaine,
morphine and heroin. These unhappy
ones came from the flvo boroughs of
the greater city. Two thousand threo
hundred and thirty-eig- ht of them wore
white and 385 negroes. There were
2,216 men and E07 women. By na-
tionalities they were classified as fol-
lows: American born, 850; Jews, Bll;
Italians, 64: Irish. 210: Spanish. :8:
Japanese, 11; Germans, 399; English,
s; scotch, 4; Canadians, 60; West
Indians, 5; Brazilians, 3; Dutch, 2;
Swedish, 7; Russians, 117; Polish, 312;
Greeks, 93, and Chinese, 39.

Seven hundred and twentv-flv- e of
them were between 15 and 19 years
old; 841 between 20 and 25; 626 be-
tween 26 and 30;. 477 between 31 and
40; 104 of them were more than 40
years old.

One thousand nine hundred and
forty-seve- n of them gave "bad com-
panions" as the reason for their con
tracting the habit: 174 nleaderi "r.lief from pain"; 332 ascribed their ad-
diction to "sickness"; 134 of them said
iney started through "curiosltv." nnd
Just eleven of them declared their
reason was "pleasure." Ten insistedthat they had contracted tho Man'
hattan disease, as doctors have come
to call tho heroin habit, through
"overwork" and a llko number said
that they had taken to dope thatthey might be able to do more work.

Economically these adalcts divided
memseives as follows: Those having
a. iraaB or proiession, 1,643; unskilled
workmen, 1,080. And 21 per cent, ofme rormer are engaged in tho bust
.ness of transportation.

' These figures require no furtheranalysis, They are simple, one way
fingerposts. And when you consider
that the health authorities admit thatwe have at Jeast 200,000 of these ad-
dicts right hero in New York city you
must appreciate that it is something
iu exquo ourselves aoout.

Do you know that Dr. Copeland ad
mlts that he can account for only IB
per cent of the narcotic drugs that
are imported Into this city every year?

Do you know; that the United States
imports and manufactures every year
sumcicm opium to permit every man,
woman una cnua in me country thlr.
ty-s-lr ono grain doses, and that theaverage aose is only one grain?

Do you know that, not counting the
cocaine smuggled into this country.
America manufactures 150,000 ounces
of cocaine every year, and that only
25 per cent, of, thisja used JegUl-raatei-

rtrf mean's almoirthree II- -
Mfai ao evsry year tor every man,
woman and child In the Unlpd. State.
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There Is no country where tho drug
liabtt Is so common. Until tho United
States Government adopted the Har-
rison law in December, 1914, wd
smoked moro opium than China ever
knew existed, even during the black
years when opium was forced upon
her. In the flvo years previous to the
passage of the Harrison law the
United States used491,043 pounds of
opium, for which we who sneered at
China paid 118,841,720. In tho same
years we Imported 1,048,250 pounds of
cocoa leaves, at SI a pound. Of course
we mode cocaine out of them, and
Just 10 per cent, of this cocaine was
used legitimately. The rest went to
debauch our youths, girls as well as
boys, and place America in a class
that even the most depraved peoples
of Asia and Africa to whom wo sent
missionaries to spread the gospel of
Christianity avoided,

IIoiv It Was Bought.
Of course the police always have

frowned upon public "Joy riding." But
only recently have they gone out of
their way to stop the sale and pur-
chase of opium, morphine, heroin, co-

deine, laudanum, paregoric,, cocaine
and canabls or hashish. One doesn't
have to be even middle aged to hark
back to the wide open nights and af-
ternoons when all you. needed was a
dollar and the address of any one" of a
thousand and one places Mo equip
yourself, with enough dopb to keep you

happy, carb free and blissful for twen
ty-fo- ur hours.

It hasn't been that long ago that you
could purchaso a deck of heroin for
two bits right In tho centre of Chat
ham Square. You could smoke opium,
sniff cocaine, shoot morphine or chew
hashish at any ono of a dozen places
within nvo minutes walk of Brooklyn
Bridge. Gangsters who never drank
alcohol in their lives would as soon
attend a racket or eet out to do a hit
cf slaughter without their blackjacks
and guns as fall to load up on cocaine
or heroin as a courage builder.

Police statistics demonstrate that to
every murder committed by an alco-
holic there have been four perpetratea
by a dopo fiend. And In almost every
case the dope fiend murdered either
when "charged" with his particular
brand of. drug or when suffering the
temporary insanity that accompanies
reaction.

Make no mistake, howeverl The
drug addict is by no means solely a
product or a denizen of the poorer,
the less educated and tho lower social
order of New York city. As a matter
of fact there are moro narcotio drugs
used by tho upper classes to-d- than
by their less affluent and erudite
brothers and sisters of the East Side,
Harlem and Tho Bronx.

Common humanity prevents the
publication, of. typical names, hut you
would recognlzo dozens of them were
you permitted to look over the books
of the State Bureau of Narcotio Con- -
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trol. Lawyers, doctors, financiers,
Journalists, authors, painters, musi
cians, actors, educators and clergy-
men aro sharing the miseries of drug
slavery with street sweepers, motor-me- n,

drivers, chauffeurs, Janitors, ele-

vator operators, cooks, waiters, gar-
ment workers and plain laborers.

Tho upper classes can afford to have
their private physicians register for
them. The poor man has no such pro-
tection. The forbidding prices of co-

caine, heroin and opium send tho less
affluent to tho Worth street drug Una
to get his dally shot of hop or cloud of
dust The fat wallet of the plutocratic
dopester attracts the doctor who will
Ignore tho piteous plea and the in-

significant dollar of the slum victim.
Practically all the anti-narcot- laws

of tho States have been placed on the
statuto books in the last twelve years.
It was not until 1885 that any State
attompted to regulate the smoking of
opium. In 1897 the State of Illinois
first enacted a law restricting the sale
of cocaine to physicians' prescriptions.
Several States, notably Tenncssta,-- ,

have provided for the registration of
drug addicts in a manner which has
permitted them to obtain limited quan
titles of prescribed drugs under proper
supervision. Tho Stato of New York
went further and provldid for the ef;
fectlve treatment of drug users In
public sanitariums or under public su
pervlslon.

Many State Lam Weak;
Many of the State laws are weak in

effect that specifically they do not
charge any one person or number of
persons with their execution, arid few,
If any, of the statutes outline the
methods to be employed in enforcing
them. Few. if any, .States ever have
made a direct appropriation for the
specific purpose of enforcing the ex-
isting anti-narcot- ic legislation. In tho
interest of effective enforcement of
such legislation, both State and na-
tional, Dr. Copeland suggests a care
ful comparative study of existing leg
islation to determine the reasons for
the evident inefficiency of present
laws, a comprehensive compilation "of
accurate information in regard to the
nature and extent of drug habituation,
and consistent and persistent efforts
for uniform and practical legislation
that will effectively preclude the mis
use of habit forming drugs.

As an Illustration, at the present
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time forty-nln- o of our political divi
sions have some form of cocaine legis-
lation on their statute books, but only
twenty of tho States make it unlawful
for physicians to prescribe for habit
ual users and only seventeen States
make it unlawful for other than those
specially authorized to have cocaine or
other narcotio drugs in their posses-
sion. In addition, thirty-seve- n States
have opium legislation, but tho greater
number of these laws are so burdened
with provisos and exceptions as to
make them almost valueless from a
practical point of view. In twenty
States It is unlawful to prescrlbo nar-
cotio drugs to habitual users, but
practically all these laws, have been
nullified by permitting a physician to
prescribe the drugs In good faith for
the treatment of habitual users. The
laws of twenty-seve- n States prohibit
or restrict the opening of opium dens,
fifteen restrict tho sale of hydrated
chloral, but thirty-on- e of the States
except from the moro stringent re
strictions for sales to tho consumer
quantities of opiates sufficient to main-
tain the ordinary addict or to develop
others. In eleven States the law spe
cifically permits the sale of limited
quantities ot .cocaine without a physi
cian's proscription.

Many thieves take dope to steady
their nerveaThe thief after a certain
number of years is very apt to lose
his courage, and In many cases ho will
charge himself with cocalno or heroin
in order to get control over himself.
Tho case of one notorious thief Is re
called. He went into Police Headquar-
ters' and said he wanted to refornvlle
had lost his nerve, lie went on io say
that he had been stealing since he
was 12 years old. He was now 27, had
spent several terms in Jail and his
nerve was gone. And ho added the
significant remark that he did not
want to do as others had take drugs
to steady him down.

It frequently happens that when
a man Is charged with drugs he be
comes absolutely fearless. Two years
ago on, two occasions policemen were
killed in Brooklyn shot by dope
fiends, Many of the des.
perate gunmen who used to figure fre-
quently in the newspapers aro In real
ity tho most arrant cowards, and only
under the influence of cocaine or
hcioin ar$ they capable of taking

eludes. f

f

EXTINCT

The dope fiend himself is, of course,
an object of pity and should be taken
care of as any other person suffering
from Illness. But for tho man who
traffics in dopo nobody should show
the slightest consideration. A number
of these distributors have mado illicit
traffic in drugs a regular business for
years. Tho profits are so enormous,
running sometimes as high as 300 per
cent, they can afford to take trips as
far west as Kansas City and as far
south as Mobile in order to get a sup-Pl- y.

As the campaign against this traffic
progresses the sellers are put to it
moro nnd moro to devise ways and
means. A man who has tho drugs for
sale, for Instance, will stand on tho
corner, Just idling, say in front of a
saloon. One of his customers will come
along and will pay him for the "dope."'
Of course this man has no narcotics in
his possession; he Is too wise for that.
The customer Is told to walk around
the street and look out for a woman
with blond hair who will bo walking
toward him. He does this' and as he
passes the woman the slips him a
deck from her muff. The next day
tho customer will como around for his
usual supply, pay tho man on tho cor-
ner and will be told to stand In front
of a certain houso and wait Presently
a clgaretto box will drop from an up-
per story window; he will And a deck
of cocaine in it. On another day fits
will be told to go around to a certain
saloon and ask for Johnny. Johnny
will tell him to meet him in twenty
minutes in another saloon. In the
meantime Johnny goes somewhere and
obtains the deck of cocaine.

AmasBllnjr into Prison.
A less clever man will carry dope

on his person in all kinds of ways. Ho
will have a false fountain pen half
full of Ink and half full of drug; ho
will havo a also memorandum book;
ho will carry it sewed in the linlng.of
his coat Sometimes it Is sold In candy
falsely made up, hollow inside and
packed full of dope; sometimes in
cigarettes or in hollowed out rubber
heels which are easily detachable from
the boot. Women will conceal it in
their hair.

Another phase of this trafflo In
drugs is concerned with smuggling the
drugs into prisons. They will use any
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extent of patience in order to get the)'
drug to the inmates of the different
Jails. Of course, tho profits aro enorf-mou- s.

One man used to spilt postal
cards, put the white powder between
the two parts and cleverly paste trio
ports together again, write a message
on It and address It to the person in
Jail. Another trick of his was to re- - j
movo about twenty or thirty pages
of a magazlno and paste tho dope right
n tho binding, then put tho pages

back again. Sometimes bo would
write a letter on a piece of paper ttiit(
had been soaked with some narcotjc
solution, so that the person receiving .

it could chew the paper and get some'
effect from the narcotic.

The startling feature of the drus;
addiction evil Is its ubiquity. Hitherto
the stage and tho novel have found It
easier to assure the public that the
Uopo fiend was really a product of the
fecund tenement districts. The dope-
ster of the upper class.es generally was ,

an elegant person who took his drug
in a neat and orderly manner, nwer
neglecting the nice proprieties and not
forgetting to bo a lady or a gentleman
no matter how highly 'charged yrith
hop" or deeply "buried In snow."

Where I.esrtilntaro Fell Down
Uncouth facts havo a way of ex

plodtng nice theories and the campaign
that Dr. Copeland fs conducting In
New York city is proving this good old
trite platitude. In tho first place the
New York Legislature after weeks of
speeches and many columns of news-
paper agitation, passed tho Whitney

antl-narcot- lc drug law that required
all addicts to register with the Bureau
of Narcotio Drug Control. In the ex-

citement or for somo other and more
mysterious reason, the legislators neg-
lected to appropriate money to defray
tho expenses Incurred In the adminis-
tration of this excellent law.

Therefore the law Is about as effec-
tive as a fervent wish In all sections
of tho State except In New York city,
In Greater New York city the urge
for such measures as this law provided
was so strong that Dr. Copeland de-
clared that tho Department of Health
would administer the law and assume
the expenses Incurred.

Whereat the Stato Bureau of Nar-
cotic Control set up at 128 Prince
street, under tho direction of Walter
R. Herrick, the commissioner of that
department, and Ole Salthe, director of
the bureau. Tho call wont forth for
addicts to come down and register,
It was then estimated that there were
at least 100,000 such unfortunates in
the city. Slnco that call was Bounded
fewer than 4.000 of th.em have regis
tered, but Dr. Copeland now Bays that
he believes there are 200,000 in Greater
New York.

The reason for tho failure of the
drug slaves to .register are numerous.
Some dread the ordeal. Others tear
they will be catalogued like criminals.
Still others flguro that they can ob-

tain their usual drug in greater quan-
tity and with greater frequency if
they adhere to their old secretive
measures.

But the most astonishing reason is
that thero aro some thousands of drug
ilaves In New York city who don't
know that thoy are drug slaves. Thess
are they who do not sniff cocaine .

They do not smoke opium nor
chew hashish. They do not purchase

(Conrbtued.pn FoUoiclng Paqt.)


